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THE HAUNTED ROUK,

BY CHANLES F. ¥. WOODR,

Some years ago, through the interest of n
yelation, I received the appointwent of a
lighthouse keeper, I did not much care about

the work, aa I dreaded its dullness; but T was
young and beginmning the world, and voald
not afford to be nice in wy selection of an
pecupation.

The remnarks of my friends, when they
heard of my new carder, osr ainly not
calculated to reassura me. Mousi ui iy 0oum-
panions were in one way or the other oon-
neoted with the sea, and all the congratiula.
tions I got upon my advancement in life were
ominous shakes of the head and mattered
remarks a8 to there being “‘qnesr tales abont
them lighthouse chaps;” the conclading  prac-
tionl advice being generally, *'I wouldn't take
it if I was yon, Tom."

This was certainly rather calonlated to throw
8 damper vpon my new employ; but, as I
argned with myself, if [ did not take it, I bad
nothing better to look to, and I wonld not
throw myself npon my friends; so determined
to make the best 1 conld of the matter, 1 went
down to Blackwall to be instrmoted iu wmy
new dnties. It was not long bafore I mada
myself sufficiently aoqnainted with them as
to be au fuit at the mansgement of the lamps
aud spparatus; and was at length pronounced
fit to undertuke the duties of supernumerary
lighthouse-keaper

These supernumeraries have to hold them.
selves in readiness to procesd to any part of
the coast where they may be required to re.
lieve others who, from sickness or other
causes, are removed from their posts. A few
mornings after my instruction was eou-
pleted, I received a sudden intimation that I
was required to proceed to take churge of
a lighthouse on the coast of Wales, On
making inquniries about the mnew charge
to which I was posted, all [ conld
learn was, that the legitimile keepor
had deserted his ewmploy soma ronths
before, and had not since been heard
of: that his place had been temporarily filled |
up by a8 man from a neighboring village, who
it was hoped would have continued in it; but
tbat be had recenlly insisted upon giviog up
his berth, alleging as an excuse that the dall-
ness of the life was more than he couald bear,
With this information (which was all the peo-
ple at headqunarters either could or would
give me), I wus forced to be content, and
slarted off for Wales that very afternoon,
arriving at the scene of iy fature
labors on the next day. A
the first glance, the prospect waas not allu-
ring. It was at the end of October, on one
of those dull, hoisterons, dank days on which
all Nature seemns monrning the brightness of
the summer that's past, and lamentiog the |
rigor of the winter to ensne. The wind camue
sometimes in strong chill puffs that ssemed
to send the cold to ons’s very bones; soma.
times in soft wsighs that moansd dismally
through the half-barren trees, sending the |
leaves slowly fluttering from the branches |
to rot upon the oozy gronnd, The |
desolation of the Fcene sesmead
even to have infected the few cottages by
which I was surrounded, and in which the
only signs of life appeared to be clonds of
steam (evidently from washing) which oams
through the open doors, while a fow alat.
ternly women went in aud oul on pattens,
sometimes chiding the groups of chiliren
that clustered on the threshold, gresdily aye-
iuithe pools of mud and water beyond.

iven had [ wished to possess it, I saw that
there was little 1uformation to be got there;
and as I was tired with my journey and anx-
ious to be out of the cold as soon as possible,
I put what effects I had into a boat (which
1 hired with soms little diffioulty ), and set off
for the lighthouse, which was built upon a
rock at fowe distancs from the land. On the
way thither I thonght that the boatmen eywl
me somewhat corionsly, and were not very
talkative, simply bailing my volaoteerad iu-
formation that I was the new keeper with
an ““Ah!” and a significant glance at each
otber. 1 did mnot notice this much,
however, ms I was oocapied with my
own thonghts, speculating how I snould
pags my time in the grim building I was
spproaching, round which the eager waves
leapt, as if anxious to engulf it, eurling
back with a sullen roar at their defeal. Ou
my arrival I was received by the man whom
I was to relieve with evident satisfaction.
He was a ganut beetle browad Welshuau:
and I could pot help noticing the hagygard |
anxions look his face wore. Almost the
moment I set foot in the building he callud
out to the boatmen who had brought me t,
‘‘wait, a8 he wouldn't take loug seiting
bhis new mate to rights with the place, an'
they <ould take him on shore.” 'This, hew-
ever, I combated stoutly, and insisted on
his at Jleast keeping me company tha
first night, as I did pot know how the lights
worked; to this, after much demunr, he oau-
sented, with evident reluctance, and the boat
went back.

My new abode consisted merely of the Jan-
tery, in which the lights burned, and beaueath
the watch-room, furnished with a bad, chair,
and table, and such culisary and domestic
necessaries as the keeper required., A tlight
of stairs led to the dvor by which
the building wid entered, and
[ lower flight seemed to lead
to cellars or recesses of some sort; my com-
piunion did not, however, show me thess, a4
he said they were never used, and it waan't
worth while going down in the cold. The
evening drew quickly ou; and as the autnmnn
twilight grew darkling over the walers, the
gea and wind both mseemed to rise, and
the corash of the breakers ms they leapad
fiercely up the rock, and the whistling of the
gale, were anything but agreeable adjancts to
a residence desolate enough in itsslf.

For the first hour or two of the eveniog I
wii busily employed in learning how the
lamps were trimmed, lighted, ete., and in
reu.dinghlho regulations by which the keepsar
was to beguided. Wheun I had, as I thonght,
made mysell sufficiently aoquainted with the
routine of the life that was before me, 1 sat
down with my quondam cowmpanion, whose
name was Morgan, and as we smoked wur
Pipes by the fire, tried to gather from him the
particulars of the late keeper's disappearance,
aud why he himself was giving up the sitaa.
tion. Morgan, however, was anything bat
communicative; he said he knew very littls
about his predecessor; he was a sulky, gloowy
sort of chup, who lived here with u very pratty
wife, and was #aid to drink herd af times
(but that he didn't know abont.) Oue night
the lamps were not lighted: and when the
oo“t-gmd P“t OH to see what Was ﬂuli-i-i. the
lighthouse was found deserted, gud as a good
wany metal articles of value were missios, it
was supposed that the keeper aud his wifo
had stolen them and made off. As fur Lio
self, he had lived there better than thyre.
months, but it was so mortal dull, he conld,
stand it eny longer, This was all 1 could gui
from my mew friend, aud even (his was ouly |
got out of him by close questioning. :

As the pight wore on, I noticed that Mor.
onn peomed 1 y N !

{ to the breakfast he had got for me;
| own,

| would go on shore,

could

| the officer in chbarge.

the authorities would have approved of, to a | to

onse-bottle of spirits oo the table, It seemed
to bave no effect on him, however; and he at
length volunteered tolook after the lights that
night, so that I might have a good rest after
wy journey, I was too tired to grinsay this,
and in gpite of an uneasy fesling, which I
could not scoonnt for even to myaslf, soon fell
into a troubled sleep, Whether it was the nov.
elty of my situation or not, I hardly know,
but dnring the first portion of the night 1
soarcely slept balf an hour conseculively: and

| when I awoke, hoaring the never-ceasing roar

of the waves, contrasting with the deep
gilence withip the building. I always, in spite
of myself, begnn wondering why the Iast
kmw-'r bad left. what sort of A& woman his

D wife was, and w hether ha had r(’l““_v stolen

the missing things? These gpecnlatious
secmed so absurd, that 1 tried hard to dis
mixs them, bult without success; and it was
ouly 16 the dawn was breaking that I fell into
n li;vp unbroken slumber, {rom whieh 1 did
not weke till the morning was far advanced.
When I arose | found it was a bright fresh
worning, the gale having died away to & soft
soulbwerl wind, As I stood by one of theopen
windows, how different the scene appeared to
the gloow of yesterday! Whara the sun-
light fell npon the still beaving billows il
turned them, now to wasses of sheeny opal,
now into eascades and diamonds, as the spray
was thrown high into the air. In the distnnos,
like snowy sea-birds, appeared the white
seile of the fishing craft; and as the fresh
wind coolad my fevered cheek, my spirils
roge wonderfully, and 1 anlicipated alinoat
with delight the calm hours I might spend
here with my bools, sarrounded by the ever-
changing benuty of the ocean. Morgan now
came down from the “lantern,” and pointad
his
finished long
was rordy lie
Although I could not

lind been
saon as 1

he said,

gince, and as

|

ma, and appearad again  to
derend  the  shair. For & moment
al’ was &lill, and I was begioning to
i ond persuade myself that I had been the

im of some borrible hallucination, when

wild sbrill scream, the agony of whish

nunts me still, rang through the gilent build.
ing, and s woman's voice exolaimed, 'George,
George! for God's sake don't murder me!”
A dull thud, as of some heavy sabsiance fall-
ing to the ground, a low gurgling noise, and
all was still,

Palsied with horror, I stood leaning on the
chair to which I bad elung for support, every
nerve strained in agonized expectation of a
renewal of the distarbanes; but minute after
minute went by, marked by the sonnd of the
revolving lights, and all r¢mained as still as
the grave. Little by little I recovered powar
over my thoughts, and sat down, trying to
acconnt for the scene I had just gone throngh.,
Conld any joke have been played on mae?
That bardly seemed possgible, for ] had barred
nnd locked the door myself, and the key atill
hung beside me. I sould soarcely bring my-
self to believe it was anything snpernatural,
for T had been all my life a skeptic as to such
things; but bow to account for the senffling
in the room clore by me? Tat length be-
came more emboldened h!‘ the l’!'-rfﬂff -U]ir*l
that reigned, and got out my revolver and
loaded it ¢arefully, and saromoning up all
the resolation I possessed, determined Lo go
down and examine the cellars where the
noiges had apparently begun and onded.
Taking a closad lantern in one hand and my

revolver in the other, T cantionsly descended |

the stair, looking aronud and behind me, |
must confess, with fear and trembling.
Nothing extraordinary was, howaver, visible;
the door was barred and fastened ns I had
loft it, and all the thinga that lay abont were
in precisely the same positions ps when
| hud seen them last, Not & sound was to be

| heard but the dash of the waves, which broke

Lhelp being garprised at the almost nervous |

kuste the wan displayed to be ofl, I now had
nothing Lo urge sgainst it, I Lbherefora fin-
ished my repnst as expeditionsly as I could:
aud having lowered the boeat attactied to the
lighthouse, we pulled on shore almost in
silence. When within half a mile of the land,
Morgan, who had been thinking deeply, sud.
denly stopped pulling, and very abruptly

| as I had left it on coming in;

peked we if I bhad any arms in the lighthouse. |

Somewbal startled at the ¢uestion, I replied
that 1 bLnd a revolver, but it was
unloaded, as T didn't gee  how 1
require it C“hRetter  load it.!
was the huarried answer: *‘it's linesome al
tiwes out yonder, aud you'll feel more com-
fortuble if yon've somsthing by you as you
enn trust to,” We were close to the land
now, aud in a mioule or Lwo my companion
sprang ssbore, and hurriedly wishing

s |

good-bye, strode nway through the trees, and |

wis soon lost to sight,
little village; so thonght T would go up to
the const-gnurd station, as I had bLeen de-
gired to put mysell under
There was no one
there, at the time I arrivad, but an old man-
of-war's wen, to whom, however, I daly
reported myself, and got him to give me
somwe information as to where to get my pro-
visions, ¢le. 'This he very good-naturedly
did; and while going down to tha village, I
qnestioned him uwbont the late kesper's de-
sertion, which somehow or other always
scemed etrangely to interest mo. My new
friends, however, sould tell ma no more than
Morgan had, wiz., that the man
his wife were supposed to have stolen
the articles that were missing, and
decamped, T spent a good bit of the
afternoon in making my little parchases, and
returned to the lighthouse abont 4 o'clock,

| iu order to be in time to light the lampa

before the approach of dusk. After the
bost was securely fastened up, and the door
lovked and barred, I mnast confess that a
dall seuse of loneliness fell npon me. [
slicok it cff, however, and busied myself
with my work; and preparing and disonssing
my evening meal, [ got throngh the time
pretty weli till 8 o'clook, when I went up into
the lantern to see that all was working
correctly, and then sat down to commence
ny first night's wateh, alone in the midst of

| the waters.

All auticipated evils seem smaller when
reslly nesy. ] had all along so much dreaded
the dullness of my night watchings, that now
I had renlly commenced one of them, I was
agreeably disappointed at finding it mnch
more endurable than 1 had expocted.
was certainly nn oppressive silence reigning
through the bnilding, and the monotonous

Thars |

I knew no one in the |

the orders of |

and |

boow of the waves dashing against the rosk |

| was pot inspiriting; but I bad letters to write |

hume, plenty of hooks to read, and my lights |

to visit every hour; so that altogether the

night passed quickly smongh awny; and when |

the daewn broke, I went to bed with the hope-
ful exclamation that *‘it wasn't so bad, after
all.” 'The following day was Saturday, and i
determined to devote it to putting my room in
order. I did not rise till nearly 2 o'clock,

| aud spent the remaindar of the afternoon in

mrapging my books, clothes, ate, A4 the
evening drew on I trimmed and lighted my
lamps, and then read till nearly 9, Abeut this
time 1 began to finda diffienlty in contining
my attention to my book,
wy thoughts kept wandering to their old
theme—the lale keeper's desertion of his
post, and what sort of a life he had lad
in the room in which I was sitting, to in-
duce bim to disappear so mysteriously, I
rouged myself by a strong effort of will
from these profitleas spaculations, and went
to the window to ses what sort of a night
it was, ‘There was no moon, and as far
a8 the eye conld reach, nokliing was visible but

| the black heaving waves purposelessly sway-

ing to and fro, sometimes tinged by a faint
streak of phosphorescent light; as the white
ridge in which they culminated rippled slowly
away. It seemed very lonely to be built up
ibere in that waste of waters, and & sort of
cold chill sesmed to settle on my heart as i
began to revolve all sorta of improbable con-
tingencies, such us haviog a fit, or the light-
house taking fire,

In spite of myself |

Altogether I felt mysoll |

gradually getting into suoh astate of nervous |

excitement, that T oould hardly bear
my own thoughts, Bo, determined,
if possible, to bresk the spell that
sesmed creeping over me, I mixed a mliff
glass of grog, and sat down with my pipe by
the fire. 'T'here was nothing to disturb my
thoughbts, and I sat conjuring np all sorts of
home scenes, listening abssutly to the half-

| miunte click of the lights as they revolved

above, the only sound that broke the deud
silence surrounding me. The clock had just
struck eleven, and I was thinking of visiting
my lights, when snddenly a confused noisa of
gtroggling end curses, interwingled with the
sound of heavy blows, arose from beneath me,
I sprang from my ouair, wmy first imprewmion
being that thieves had broken iuto the light-
bouse, While I stood listening, rapid steps
ascended the stuir; and as [ turned to seize
the poker 88 the nearest woapon availeble, the

upon the walls aronnd and atove me now. [
wos somewliat reassnred by finding everything
_ but as 1 pre-
pared to descend the lower winding stair
leading to the cellars, I felt A smothersd sen-
sation npon my chest, and my heart beat so
loud that it wonld have been audible to any
one slanding near. Down the narrow stair I
went cautiously, the air becoming colder at
every slep, while the little light that came from
the lamp I ckrried showed that the walls were
dank with wmoistnre, and covered with fun-
goid growths, When I arrived at the bottom
[ found myself opposite a strongly-built door,
not apparently fastened. The clammy sweat
rolled down my tace, and it was some minates
before 1 eounld summon np enongh conrags to
thrust the door open with my foot. Holding
the lantern forward, but almost dreading to
see what its light might reveal, I found that
two or threo steps led down to a large collar,
made apparently in the rock itself, The walls,
like thore surrounding the stair. were dripping
with moisture, and a pesuliar earthy, sickly
odor seemed to taint the air; but, with the ex-
ception of some billets of wood, a chopper,
and a large bamuwer thrown into a corner, the
plnce was perfectly empty, 1 satisfied mysslf
that there was no outlet te it; and barring the
door as best I could, returned to the wabch-
room slightly relieved in mind, but inore poz-
zled than ever to acconnt for the scene I had
gone through an honr before. I passed the
remainder of the night in the “‘lantern;”
and may no one ever know such wretchad
léuurs as dragged their weary length along till
awn!

Outof the chaosof thoughts that went whirl-
ing throngh my brain, I determined that, as
soon pA daybreak released me from my watch,
I would instantly go on shore and inform the
officer of the const guard of the whole affair,
A% about eight o'clovk I seourely fastened n
the place, lowered the boat, and taking ad-
vantage of the light wind, sailed on shore,
went straight up to the coast guard station,
and asked to see the offiser. The men
gathered, I think, from my haggard looks
and finrried manner, that I had something of
importance to commnunicate; and one of them
took me at once to the oflicer’s vottage, which
was not far distent,

Mr. Thomson, who commanded the const-
guard, was a man of about thirty-three yoars
of age. Ile had been a lieutensnt in the
navy, and was now on hall-pay. DBeing with-
out private means, and sesing no immediate
prospect of active smployment, he had pati-

| tioned the Admiralty until they had given

him his present appointment; and the men
who served under him said there was not a
braver or better officer in the whole service.

After 1 had told my story exactly as the
oirenmstances which gave rise to it ocourrad,
Mr. Thomson gave me a keen, vearching
glance, and very nhmlptly asked me what
stories the man I had relisved had Deen put-
ting in my head.

I replied, none; that he was wvery un-
communicative, and would harlly jive any

reason for leaving, except thu: the life was |

#o dull.

**Very well,” waa the quick answer; Il
give you n man to (tay a few days. Boms one
bas been hoaxing youn, or, mora likely still,
you've dreamt the whole affair, Here, Wil-
son, you must go oif to tae lighthouse for a
few days; this man here thinks he'sheen hear-
ing ghosts, or soms nontense of that sort,
out yonder. You'd better go with him, aud
show him what rubbish it is; for I think you
fear neither mnan nor devil.”

**Well, sir,” was the reply, *'ag regards ibe
devil, | never come athwert his hawae yet,
thank God! but I do hope, by the aid of o
fair conscience, as I shouldan't miss ateys if
I did.”

‘“Very well,” was the reply, ‘‘that’s ssttlad.
Wilson will keep you company for a few days,
and I hope I shall hear no more of the matter.

| No doubt you had a nigltmare; gnd I'd re-

commend you to kesp a aharper eye after
your lamps, and then it won't cecur again,
That'll do."

With this curt decision we weve dismissed,
and Wilson (who bappened to be the man to
whom I had spoken on wy first arrival) and I
atrolled to his coltage to get what thinge he
required while with me. O onr way I retold
my story; snd although he was evidently in-
credulous as to its being anythiog but a
dream, be asked me to say nothing of it to
kis wife, who was very poorly, fis wife evi-
dently did not relish his going, but there was
no disobeying the orders he had received; so,
after having our diuner at his cottage we re-
turned together to the lighthouse.
Everythivg was in its place as I had
left it, and when we explored the oellar
together, the same fastenings were upon the
door that [ bad pluced thers the night be-
fore. However, we now nailed it closely up:
and the avening, enlivened by Wilson's ses-
yarns, passed quickly enough away till 12
o'alock, without anything osourring; and

| after that we spgreed to take slternate two-

door tlew viclently open, and to my intense |

horror, the sound of oaths aud stroggling
commenced olose hy me, bat not a thing
ik eoail? v i & :

hour watches in the '‘lantern,” Not a sound
broko the stilluess all night, and as we sat
down togethier to breakfust in the morning, 1
received tha bantering of my companion
vpon wy dream, as he called it, with an un-
comforteble sensstion of having made a fool
of myself,

™ L] 1

I iy, N Y 2y
Peng wadield baes Laddlowey,

b4 ow f4J¢ B3 | T 1 I : i - L0 iy PAatuel L
spplied himself, ruther more thau I thought | barcly lasted o minute, a lifetime se i seomed | not & single event oocurring out of the ocom-

| awny abeont two hours

mon, and I had by this time thoroughly per-
gunded myself that I had fallen aslesp and
dreamt all the horrors about which I had
made such a stir. Toward noon on that day,
# boat oanre off with a message for Wilson, to
the effect that his wife had had a bad epilep-
tio fit the night befores, and waa then very iﬁ.
I could not offer any opposition to his depar-
ture under gnch cironmstances, and had even
#0 well recoverad my ordinary nerve that
when he asked me if he should send another
mun to take kis place, I siid no; all the noisea
I bad heard must have been the effect
of imagination, and I was quite content to
rempin alope. So he went off, Friday,
and Friday night, passed quietly enough,
and on Saturday morning I was obliged to go
on shore lo get some provisions I wanted. |
was donbifal ot first whether I would go, as
the day was dark avd lowering, with heavy
banks of leaden-looking elonds to windward,
which betokened a coming gale. However,
I determined to riek it, and make as much
haste o8 I could; and tuking advantage of the
wind (pow rising every winute) was only
On my return, I
made all due preparations for a stormy
pight, doubly barring the doors and pual-
ting battens on all the lower windows.
After the Ilnmps were lighted, 1 s&tood
for some time at ono of the windows abeovs,
watching the warring of the elements. The
black soud flew ncross the heavens as though
rushing in terror from the fierce wind that
howled meross the waters, and the sea seemad
torned into a gigantic caldron of seething
fomm, save when, like monsters arising from
the deep, the huge black waves met each
other with a furious roar, the foamy atoms
into which they dashed themsselves glistening
in the murky night, till swept away by the
wind.

The scene was a grand one; bat, with n
fealing of compassion for all in distress
at ren that night, I turned to the more
congeninl view of my bright little fire,
beside whieh 1 mnow sat down and
smoked till mnearly ten, arousing myself
at that hour to write aletter of some im-
portance to my brother., The subject npon
which I was engaged had reference to some
accounts which 1 had examined for him gowa
time before, and respecting which he had
written to ma, The letter necessarily oon-
tained a quantity of fignres, snd I was so
deeply engaged upon them, that I paid no
beed to the flight of time, till, with a sense
of horror emounting almost to sickness, [
heard the sound of oaths and blows emanat.
ing from the cellar, A moment's panse, aud
tha footstep I had heard before ascendad the
stair; and as I crouched into a sorner, with
eyece dilated and every hair npon my head
moving in wy sgouy of terror, the sound
of senflling commenced close by me,
though, as befure, not A thing was visible.
Aganin the sonuds appeared to descend the
stair; again, above the howling of the wind
and the roar of the waves, arose the agonizad
entreaty, “(iaorr{e, George! for God's sake
don't murder me!"

How 1 i)‘asaad the remainder of that night
I bardly know, Notbing more ococurred; but
I was so nnstrung by what I had for the
second time heard, that I remained, Heavon

knows bow long, crouching by my bedside, |

muttering incoherent prayers, and in a state
of hysterieal fear which almost bereft me of
mny senkes, With the first streak of dawn
I prepared to go on shore, at great risk
to myself; for though the sea had
becen somewhat beaten down by a heavy
fall of rain, it was atill much too roagh
to be quite safe for a small baat with only one
man to manage it. However, 1 got safely on
sbore, and iustantly went direct to Mr.
Thomsoa's cottage, and told him what had
taken place for the second time.

‘“I'bis is very strange, my man,” he said,
ef\lreing me with no partic favor. ‘“‘This
thing bappened to me when you were alone
before, I give you a man I can trust in, and
nothing takes place while he is there; but the
moment bis back is turned, you come to me
with a cock-and-bull story, which I tell you
cendidly I don't believe,™

I replied that be might belisve it or not,
i pleased him; that I had told him nothing
but the truth; and begged to be allowed to
give up my situation at once, as, I sald, no
earibily copsideration would induce me to
pags & night alone again in the lighthounse,

He lou&nd hard at me for a moment, and
then said, *‘Of courseit is your own fanoy;
but something has evidently frightened you.
I will try you once more, and get Wilson to
#tay with you this next week; and next Satur-
day night I will myself come off and stay
with you." .

We went down together to Wilson's cot-
tage; and altbough his wife was still very
unwell, Mr, Thomson got him to agree to
come off vith me at onge, and stay the next
week, and on the Saturday he himself would
join us,

We returned to the lighthouse at once,
Wilson in no very good temper, and evidently
thinking mo a cowardly fool, or that I was
bhoaxing hivs, When we got off, he insisted
on going dowa to the cellar with me. Every-
thing was as we bad left it, save that the
door, which we had fastened with long nails,
was sjer, the nails seeming to have been
wrenched from the wood! I at once assured
my cowpenion that 1 had never been down
the stepa since he wia with me. He heard
we in @lence, but with evideat incredality;
und together we fastened up the door in such
a mwanner that nothing sheort of sledge-ham-
mers would open it, and returned to the
watch-room,

Tho days and nights went quickly by, no-
thing occurring to alarm or disturb us in the
slightost degree. Vilson recovered his good
temper on hearing that his wife (to whom he
was deeply atiached) was wmuch better, and
proved bimeelf, as before, a most entertain-
iLg companion.

At nbout four o'clock on Saturday afternoon
Mr. Thowmson carae off, and asked us banter-
ingly what we had heard.

‘e reply of conrse was, ‘‘Nothing."

“*Nor ever will,” was the answer. ‘‘However,
I'll Jook-out with you to-night."”

He then questioned me closelyupon the exact
#ituation and deseription of the sounds I had
hetrd, and minutely examined the whole place,
The fastenings of the cellar-door were not re-
moved, but an additional padlock put en, as
also on the lighthouse door.

Mr, Thomson then said that, as ths sonuds
sppenred to begin aud end in the cellar, to-
wards 11 o'eclock we would post ounrselves,
armed with revolvers, opposite the door, and
wait the event. I certainly did not much
relish the prospeot; but the other two seemed
50 cool and confident, that I could make
no demur. We passed a pleasant evening
in the watch-room, till, at twenty minutes to
eleven, the revolvors were carefully looksd
to, and, with a largs ship’'s lanteran
throwing out a brilliant light, we descended
the spiral stair in a body, snd hanging
up the light, waited what might ensne, It was
& very calm night, and the gentle ripple of
the waves against the rock was barely audible,
and so profound was the dead silence that we
could bear the slow monotonous ticking of
ke cloek in the watihiaoum, As weslood
aud waitod, we knew not for what, in almost

l

the foundations of that lonesome building,
the minutes seemed like hours, as we eyed
each other and the damp m walls around,
Buddenly the little bell of the olock in my
room rang out eloven, and during tha miante
or two that ensued we held our very breaths
in expectation,

All at once the straggling and oaths com-
menced close to us %n the ocellar. The
words were andible now—‘‘Down, d—n you,
down !"” in barsb, rongh tones, intermingled
with heavy blows and feeble moans for mercy.

Suddenly, before our very face, the door
which we bad fastened so carafully flew open,
and as the step went by ns we cronched bhaock
almost into the very wall. The struggling
now soundedl up in the watoh-room, nnq then
sghin seemed coming nearer to us, step by
step, as if a heavy body was being lifted
down the stair, I glanced at my companions;
they were both ashy pale, but seamed oalm
nnd resolute. The steps ocame mnearer,
nearer, and again passed into the ocellar;
and again the wild ory of ‘‘George! George!
for God's sske, don't murder me!" rang
ont close by; and as the words disd away,
a vision appeared before us, the horror of
which, even at this lapge of time, makes me
sbut my eyes in dread. By the light of a
pale lambent flame that seemed to spring
from every part of the cellar, we saw the dead
body ef a man lying on the gronnd, the face
and head so battered and covered with blood
a8 to meke the features undistinguishable,
Over it stood a woman in her night-dress, har
arms extended as if to ward off a blow, while
from n gaping wound in her throat the blood
poured down in torrents, I remeambher the
agonized entreaty visible in the large blne
eves, and the rippling masses of golden hair
contrasting strongly with the blood-covered
bosom—but no more; for I fell insensible,
When I came to, I found myself in bed, and
g0 deplorably weak that I could barely turn
round. I bad been nearly dying, it nfterwards
turned out, from an attack of brain fever,
brought on, the doctor said, by over-mental
excitement,

It appeared, on after-inquiry, that the
vision scarcely lasted a moment after I
became ipsensible; that Mr, Thomson and
Wilson, who had retained their senses,
although terribly alarmed, bad carried me up
stairs, where, finding that I only roused ont
of my insensibility to become delirions, [
bad remained ever since., Mr. Thomson
was so much impressed by what he
bhad witnessed, that he determined te have the
lighthouse thoronghly searched; and next day,
taking a large party and plenty of light, the
cellar was closely investigated, and the ham-
meér which lay in the ocorner foand to be
covered with blood and human hair, Close
by the wall, and, as nearly as they coxld
judge, below where the vision had ap-
peared, & large stone bad been appa-
iently . recently moved, auvd Mr, Thomson
determined to take it up. This was done; and
after removing a quantity of loose sand, the
decomposing bodies of a man and woman were
discovered exactly as they had appefired to us
—the woman in her night-dress with herthroat
cut, and the man with the skull horribly frac-
tured and the face beaten in,

The remains were identified as the wife of
the lute keeper, and the son of a neighboring
farmer, who used to be a good deal at the
lighthouse. Information was at once given
to the police of the discovery of the donble
murder, as no doubt it was, and a strict
search was instituted after the late keeper.
It was months before he was traced, and then
only found almost on his deathbed.

Before he died, however, he confessed the
crime with which he was charged, and even
deseribed how it was committed.

It appeared that he bad long suspected his
wife of too close an intimacy with a yonng
mwen in the mneighborhood; and one
Friday  night, while on shore,
received what, to his jealous mind,
was a confirmation of his suspicions, and,
frenzied with rage, determined to have re-
venge, The next night he contrived to get
the young fellow off to the lighthouse; and
after plying him with driok till he was al-
most insensible, he dragg | him to the cellar
and despatched him with repeated blows of a
sledge-hammer.,

Maddened with brandy, and now deter-
mined to complete his vengeance, he rushed
up stairs and dragged his wife down from her
bed; and showing ber the mangled remains of
her supposed lover, ent her throat, in spite of
her entreaties and declarations of innocence.

Fearing lest the sea should reveal the erime,
be buriegtha bodies in the cellar, and taking
a few valuable articles to divert suspicion,
fled the spot,

Even while in the throes of that death
which defeated the ends of justice, he de-
clared that by day and night his wife had
haunted him, and that, from the hour in
which he had done the deed, to the time he
bad confesged it, he had never known one
mowent's peace,

Philosophers may account for the scenes I
bave related, or learnedly disprove them, as
they please; I only know that, from being an
utter unbeliever in the supernatural, I have
now got so much faith in it that, though my
present way of life is quite unconnwtog with
the sea, I never hear the plush of the waves
without recalling with a reminiscent shudder
the hours I passed on the ‘‘Haunted Rock.”

WATOMHES, JEWELRY, ETO.

Laﬁfﬁiﬁ(ﬁlﬁi S&Co ™
DIAMONG DEALERS & JEWELERS.)

WATCHES, JEWELEY & BILVER WANRE,
WATOHES snd JEWELRY RBPMRBD./ /

802 Chestnut St., Phils:

Would invite attention to thelr large stock of
Ladies’ and Cents’ Watches
Of American and forelgn makers,
DIAMONDS in the newest styles of Settings,
LADIES' and GENTS' CHAINS, seta of JEWELRY
of the latest styles, BAND AND CHAIN
BRACELETS, Ewe. Ewc,

Car stock has been largely increased for the ap-
proaching holidays, and new goods recelved dally,

Bliver Ware of the latest desigus ln great variety,
for wedding preseunts,

Hepalring donein the best manner and guaran-
teed, 611 fmwi

g, TowER CLOCKS. &

G. W, RUSSELL,
Ko, 22 NORTH BIXTH STRERT,

Agent for STEVENS’ PATENT TOWER CLOCKS,
botli Hemountolr & Grasm Rscapement, striking

bour only, or striking quarters, and repeating hour
on Mall ehime,

Estimates farnighed on application elther persow-
ally or by mall. . 6495

" WARNE .
WILLIAM B NE & o0,

L3 ’QmWL

v
foor of
£ B corner SEVENTH and O Bireetla.

J(ﬂ’"‘ FARNTM & 00, COMMIRRTNN WER
.

B-Eoul"

FINANOIAL

Bowles Brothers & Co..

PARIS, LONDON, BOSTON,
No. 19 WILLIAM 8Street
N e w Y or k,

iIssuUE

Credits for Travellers

IN EUROPE.
Exchange om Paris and the Unio
Benk of London,

IN SUMS TO BUIT. [178m

IITY OF BALTIMORE

$1,200,000 six per cent. Bonds of the Westérn
Maryland Rallrond Company, endorscd by the City
of Baltlmore., The under igned Fionance Comumnitted
of the Western Maryiand Haliroad Company oimer
through the American EBxchange National Bank
$1,200,000 of the Bonds of the Wesiern Maryland
Raliroad Company, having 80 years to ran, principal
and |ntérest guaranteed by the clty of Baltimore.
This endorsement having been aulhorized by an
act of sthe Legisiature, and by ordinauce of the
City Counell, was submitted to and ratified by an
almost unanimous vote of the people. As an addls
tional security the city has provided asinking fond of
$200,000 for the lguidation of this deut at maturity
An exhibit of the finaucial condition of city
ghows that she bas avallable and convertible nssety
more than sufficient to pay her entire indebtedness,
To investors looking for absolute security no loan
offered in this market presents greater inducements,
These bonds are offered at 87 and accrued lnte=-
rest, conpons payable January and Jualy,
WILLIAM KEYBER,
JOHN K. LONGWELL,
MOSES WIESENFELD,

Floance Committee,

ELLIOTT, COLLINS & CO,

BANKERS,

No. 109 South THIRD S8treet,
MEMBERS OF STOCK AND GOLD EX-
CHANGES,

DEALERS IN MERCANTILE PAPER,
GOVERNMENT SKCURITIES, GOLD, Ete.

DRAW BILLSOF FXOHANGE ON THE
UNION BANK OF LONDON. 23 tmw}

16 sott

LUMBER

PRUUE JOIST,

PRUCE JOIST.
HEMLOCK
HEMLOCE,

1871 BEASONED GLBAR PINE. 1871
'E PATTERN PINE.

CHOIU
BPANISH CEDAIa FOR PATTIRNG
RED OEDAR.

1871 1871

1871

FLORIDA FLOORING.
FLORIDA FLUORING,
CAROLINA FLOORING,
VIRGINIA FLOOKRING.
DELAWARE FLOORING.
ASH FLOORING,
WALNUT FLOORING,
FLORIDA BTEF BOARDS,
RAIL PLANK,
1871 WALNUT BOARDS AND PLANK,
WALNUT BUOARDS AND PLANK,
WALNUT BOARDS,
WAILNUT PLANK,
UNDERTAKERS' LUMBER,
UNDEKTAKERS' LUMBER.
RED CEDAR.
WALNUT AND PMNR.
BEASONED POPLAR.

1871  SEASonED OnEKRY. 1871

WHITE OAK PLANK AND BOARDS,
HICKORY.

1871 1871

1871

1871 1871

CIGAR BOX MAKERS'
CIGAR BOX MaKERS
GPAN!HISl”(i“EDAH BOX BOARDS,

- & BALE 1LOW
1871

CAROLINA ﬁ_CANTIJNG. 18
CAROLINA H, T, BILLS, 71
__ NORWAY SCANTLING.
CEDAR SHINUGLES,
1871 CYPRES: BHINGLES, 1871
MAU BROTHER & ©O.,
ny . .. 0. 9600 BOUTH Street,
ANEL PLAN ALL TIICENESSHS ..
].) COMMON P I&NALL %umn
1 COMMON BOA
1 aud § SIDE FENUE BUOARDS,
WHITE PINE FLOORING BOARRPS,
YELLOW AND SAP PINE FLOORINGS, 1% and
¢} BPRUCE JOIST, ALL S1ZES,
HEMLOCK JOIST, ALL SI1ZES.
PLASTERING LATH A SPECIALTY,
Together, with & general assortment of Boilding
Lumber for sale low for oash. 7T. W.SMALTE,
1150 6m No. 1718 RIDGE Avenue, north of Poplar S§

 ENCINES. MACKINERY, & TO.
PENN STEAM ENGINE AND BOILER

WOKKS,-NEAPIE & LEVY, PRACTI.
THEORETICAL mamixua‘

CHIN BOILER-MAKERS, BLACKS -rﬂ

A al oomtn maf e Sl .

0 m. O
o . Marine and River

in bullding and
high and low pressure,
ngelleul ele, eto., mroou'nll: offer thelr servieos
to the public us bel l‘ullwﬂtmd o contract for
engiues of all sizees, Marine, Kiver, and Stationary ;
naving sets of patterns of different alzes, are pre-
smd z?luuc'nte r:erdarn with guick d:ptmh.m
escription of pattern-making the s

d Low Pressure € Tubular ana

v

Iron and
all descriptions, Holl
and all other work

Hrass

wtrew (utting,

with the above business.
Draw anud specitications for all work done

uhe establlahment free of charge, and work gus

""ll’h becribers have ample wharf dook-i
e ere {w oan | -

s of boats, wh le in
u!eth and are vided with bl W

for heavy or tw
elo, eto., ng heavy AH)‘B iy e,
P. l.m'- -
BB MEACH and PALMER Strests.
(3'RARD TUBE WORES AND IRON 0o,
FHILADELPHIA, PA,,
Manufacture Piain and Gal
WHROUGHTARON PIPE
ana Fi

ou ote.

UK
TWENTY-THIRD AND FILRERT STRERTS,
(PP S AJMREHLU[ E,

No. @ N, BTHEET,




